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September 6, 2022 

MET IN REGULAR SESSION 

The Board of Supervisors met in regular session at 10:00 A.M.  All members present.  Chairman 

Wichman presiding.        

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

1.  CONSENT AGENDA 

 
After discussion was held by the Board, a motion was made by Belt, and second by Shea, to approve: 

 

A. August 30, 2022, Minutes as read. 
B. August 2022 Vendor Publication Report. 

 

2.   SCHEDULED SESSIONS 

 
Motion by Shea, second by Schultz, to approve and authorize Board Chairman to sign CDBG contract 

extension request letter addressed to Iowa Economic Development Authority.  

UNANIMOUS VOTE.  Motion Carried. 

 
After discussion was held by the Board, a Motion was made by Shea, and second by Belt, to have Board 

Chairman sign the 2022/2023 proposal for the Temporary ADA Ramp Enclosure. 

UNANIMOUS VOTE.  Motion Carried. 

 

After discussion was held by the Board, a Motion was made by Schultz, and second by Shea, to have 

Board Chairman sign the proposal for cemetery gates at Green Valley Cemetery in the amount of $7,694 

from gaming. 

UNANIMOUS VOTE. Motion Carried. 

 

Motion by Shea, second by Schultz, to approve and authorize Board Chairman to sign Memorandum of 

Understanding Between Pottawattamie County Division of Public Health and the Centro Latino, effective 

September 1, 2022, through December 31, 2022. 

UNANIMOUS VOTE.  Motion Carried. 

 

3. OTHER  
 

Discussion was held by the Board on the funding of Western Iowa Development Association in the 

amount of $50,000 for FY 22/23.  Discussion only.  No action taken. 

 

4.     RECEIVED/FILED 

 
A. Salary Action(s): 

1) IT – Payroll status change for Rafael Rodriguez. 

2) Conservation – Employment of Mick Bressler as a seasonal Hawkwatch Counter. 
B. Out of State Travel Notification: 

1) Community Services – Out of State Travel Notification for Suzanne Watson. 

                                                

5.     PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

No Public Comments. 

6.   CLOSED SESSION 

 

Motion by Belt, second by Schultz, to go into Closed Session pursuant Iowa Code 20.17(3) for discussion 

and/or decision on labor negotiations/collective bargaining matters. 

Roll Call Vote:  AYES: Wichman, Belt, Grobe, Schultz, Shea.  Motion Carried. 

 

Motion by Schultz, second by Belt, to go out of Closed Session. 

Roll Call Vote:  AYES:  Wichman, Belt, Grobe, Schultz, Shea.  Motion Carried. 

 

7.     ADJOURN 

 
Motion by Schultz, second by Belt, to adjourn meeting. 

UNANIMOUS VOTE.  Motion Carried. 

 

THE BOARD ADJOURNED SUBJECT TO CALL AT 1:07 P.M. 
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_______________________________________________  

  Tim Wichman, Chairman  

 

ATTEST: ________________________________________  

   Melvyn Houser, Pottawattamie County Auditor  

 

APPROVED: September 13, 2022  

PUBLISH: X 
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POTTAWATTAMIE COUNTY, IOWA 
ORDINANCE NO. 2022-04 

AN ORDINANCE to amend the following in Chapter 3.50, of Pottawattamie County, 
Iowa Animal Care and Control Ordinance: 

1. 3.50.005.23  Amend boarding to kennel to commercial kennel and amend
Chapter 162.8 of the Code of Iowa to Zoning Ordinance of Pottawattamie
County, Iowa.

2. 3.50.005.25 Add “excluding urban chickens (refer to section 3.50.035)
3. 3.50.005.32 Add “PASTURE:  Land in the rear yard (as defined in Section

8.002.260.02 of the Pottawattamie County, Iowa Zoning Ordinance) covered with
grass and other low plants suitable for grazing animals.”

4. 3.50.006.07 Delete “The fee for this procedure shall be as set forth in the
schedule of fees ($20.00)”

5. 3.50.007.09 Amend license to permit and by this Chapter to Chapter 8 –
Pottawattamie County, IA Zoning Ordinance.

6. Add Section 3.50.035 Urban Chickens.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF POTTAWATTAMIE 
COUNTY, IOWA 

SECTION 1 - REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES: That section 3.50.005.23 is 
hereby repealed in its entirety.  Furthermore all other Ordinances in conflict with the 
provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent necessary to give this 
Ordinance full force and effect. 

SECTION 2 - AMENDMENTS: That the Pottawattamie County, Iowa, Code, be and the 
same is hereby amended by adding thereto the following new Section, to be codified as 
Section 3.50.005.23: 

3.50.005.23  KENNEL: Any ‘commercial kennel’, as defined in Chapter 8 of the Zoning 
Ordinance of Pottawattamie County, Iowa. 

SECTION 3 - REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES: That section 3.50.005.25 is 
hereby repealed in its entirety.  Furthermore all other Ordinances in conflict with the 
provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent necessary to give this 
Ordinance full force and effect. 

SECTION 4 - AMENDMENTS: That the Pottawattamie County, Iowa, Code, be and the 
same is hereby amended by adding thereto the following new Section, to be codified as 
Section 3.50.005.25: 

3.50.005.25 LIVESTOCK: Farm animals, such as beef cattle, dairy cows, sheep, hogs, 
chickens and turkeys, excluding urban chickens (refer to section 
3.50.035). 
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SECTION 5 - REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES: That section 3.50.005.32 is 
hereby repealed in its entirety.  Furthermore all other Ordinances in conflict with the 
provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent necessary to give this 
Ordinance full force and effect. 

SECTION 6 - AMENDMENTS: That the Pottawattamie County, Iowa, Code, be and the 
same is hereby amended by adding thereto the following new Section, to be codified as 
Section 3.50.005.32: 

3.50.005.32  PASTURE:  Land in the rear yard (as defined in Section 8.002.260.02 of 
the Pottawattamie County, Iowa Zoning Ordinance) covered with grass 
and other low plants suitable for grazing animals. 

SECTION 7 - REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES: That section 3.50.006.07 is 
hereby repealed in its entirety.  Furthermore all other Ordinances in conflict with the 
provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent necessary to give this 
Ordinance full force and effect. 

SECTION 8 - AMENDMENTS: That the Pottawattamie County, Iowa, Code, be and the 
same is hereby amended by adding thereto the following new Section, to be codified as 
Section 3.50.006.07: 

3.50.006.07 Any dog that has been impounded by the County shall have an identifying 
microchip inserted under its skin at its owner/custodian’s expense prior to 
being released to the owner/custodian.    

SECTION 9 - REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES: That section 3.50.007.09 is 
hereby repealed in its entirety.  Furthermore all other Ordinances in conflict with the 
provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent necessary to give this 
Ordinance full force and effect. 

SECTION 10 - AMENDMENTS: That the Pottawattamie County, Iowa, Code, be and 
the same is hereby amended by adding thereto the following new Section, to be codified 
as Section 3.50.007.09: 

3.50.007.09  NUMBER RESTRICTED: It is unlawful for any person to own, keep or 
harbor at anytime more than four (4) dogs under this Chapter without the 
appropriate permitting, or as otherwise provided for by Chapter 8 – 
Pottawattamie County, IA Zoning Ordinance. 

SECTION 11 - AMENDMENTS: That the Pottawattamie County, Iowa, Code, be and 
the same is hereby amended by adding thereto the following new Section, to be codified 
as Section 3.50.035: 
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3.50.035 URBAN CHICKENS: 

.01 Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, the keeping of domestic 
chickens (members of the subspecies of Gallus gallus domesticus) shall 
be permitted on properties with a single-family dwelling that have less than 
one acre of pasture and/or are in the R-3 (Urban Residential) Zoning 
District, so long as such keeping is in strict compliance with this 
subsection and all other applicable County ordinances unless , despite 
compliance with the following , the presence of any particular chickens 
endangers the health, safety, peace, quiet, comfort, enjoyment of, or 
otherwise becomes a public nuisance to nearby residents or occupants or 
places of business. 

A. No person shall keep chickens inside a single-family dwelling unit.
B. A tenant must obtain the landlord's written permission to keep

chickens, which shall be submitted as part of the application for a
permit.

C. Chickens must be confined in a coop or fowl house not less than 18
inches in height or, in the alternative, within a fenced pen area.
Chickens must be kept within the coop, the fowl house, or the fenced
pen area at all times unless removed for a temporary time for cleaning
or for the safety of the chicken. Chickens must be housed in the coop
from dusk until dawn.

D. The coop, the fowl house, or the fenced pen area shall be located in
the rear yard  only (as defined in Section 8.002.260.02 of the
Pottawattamie County, Iowa Zoning Ordinance), must be of such a
design to be reasonably expected to prevent entry by dogs, cats, or
other animals, shall be completely enclosed (except fenced pen area),
shall be well maintained, and shall be well drained so there is no
accumulation of   moisture.

E. The materials used in making a coop or fowl house (stationary or
mobile) shall be uniform for each element of the structure such that the
walls are made of the same material, the roof has the same shingles or
other covering, and any windows or openings are constructed using
the same materials.  The use of scrap, waste board, sheet metal, or
similar materials is prohibited.

F. Any coop, fowl house, or fenced pen area shall be kept clean, sanitary
and free from accumulation of chicken excrement and objectionable
odors. All droppings and body excretions shall be either placed in fly-
proof containers and double-bagged in plastic bags or, in the
alternative, used as fertilizer on the same property so long as the
droppings and body excretions are spread and incorporated into the
soil within twenty-four (24) hours.

G. Odors from chickens, chicken manure or other chicken related
substances shall not be perceptible beyond the boundaries of the
permitted tract of land. Noise from chickens shall not to disturb persons
on adjoining properties or beyond based on an objective or reasonable
person standard.
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H. All chicken feed shall be stored in rodent-proof containers.
I. No more than twelve (12) chickens shall be kept or maintained per

property.
J. All chickens shall have wings clipped at any given time so as to

eliminate the possibility of flight from the permittee' s property.
K. All such chickens must be hens; no roosters are permitted.
L. The County shall not be liable for injury or death of chickens caused by

dogs, cats, or other animals, domestic or wild, whether such animals
are licensed by the County or not. Further, injury or death of a chicken
caused by an animal is not, in and of itself, sufficient grounds for
Animal Control to determine that the animal is a dangerous/vicious
animal pursuant to Section 3.50.010. Any dead chicken, not caused by
slaughtering, shall be disposed of immediately upon discovering in a
manner so as not to cause a nuisance pursuant to Chapter 8, Zoning
Ordinance.

M. Any slaughter of chickens not regulated by state law or otherwise
forbidden or regulated shall be done only in a humane and sanitary
manner and shall not be done open to the view of any public area or
adjacent property owned by another.

.02 No person shall keep any chickens unless they possess a 
Pottawattamie County, Iowa Urban Chicken (Hen) Permit issued 
by Animal Control. 

A. Animal Control shall provide an application form upon request, which
shall include consent forms for landlords and owners of adjacent
properties.

B. The fees and associated costs shall be set by resolution.
C. Permits will be granted for one (1) year valid from January 1 through

December 31. Permits may be purchased at any time during the year
but will be valid only through December 31.

D. The applicant shall successfully complete an approved class in raising
chickens in an urban setting prior to being issued a permit. Animal
Control shall maintain a current list of such approved classes.

E. By the granting of the permit to raise chickens and the application
thereof, the permittee authorizes that the County or its agents have the
right to go onto permittee's property any time and without prior notice
for the limited purpose of inspection of the premises to ensure that all
applicable conditions have been met.

F. Within thirty (30) days after the expiration of any permit, the permittee
shall apply for and secure a renewal of the permit in the manner
provided for   in this chapter. Failure to renew a permit within the time
herein provided shall result in a delinquent fee, in addition to the
regular permit fee, as set by the   Pottawattamie County, Iowa Board of
Supervisors.  All applicants shall be furnished with permit rules and
regulations at the time the application is made.
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G. The permit is a limited license for the activity, and no vested zoning
rights arise from the permit being issued.

H. The permit does not run with the land. Private restrictions on the use of
the property shall remain enforceable and shall supersede the permit.
The private restrictions include, but are not limited to, deed restrictions,
neighborhood association bylaws, covenants and restrictions, and
rental agreements. A permit issued to a person whose property is
subject to private restrictions that prohibit keeping of chickens is void.

.03  In the event that an applicant or permittee does not fully and strictly comply 
with the requirements of this section, the application may be denied or the 
permit may be revoked. If an application is denied or a permit is revoked, 
the applicant or permittee shall be so informed in writing and also informed 
of the right to appeal said decision. 

A. In any instance where Animal Control has denied, revoked,
suspended, or not renewed a permit, the applicant or permit holder
may appeal the decision to the Pottawattamie County, Iowa Board of
Health within ten (10) business days of receipt by the applicant or
holder of the permit of the notice of the decision.

B. When an application for a permit is denied or when a permit is
revoked:
1. The applicant may not re-apply for a new permit for a period of 1

year from the date of the denial or revocation unless the denial or
revocation is due to administrative reasons only, as determined by
Animal Control.

2. Any chicken(s) shall be removed immediately.
3. Any coop, fowl house, fencing or other structures shall be removed

within ten (10) days of the date of the permit being denied or
revoked.

C. Animal Control shall issue a permit within 7 to 10 working days from
receipt of application.

SECTION 12 - SEVERABILITY: That should any section or provision of this Ordinance 
be declared by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, that decision shall not 
effect that validity of the Ordinance as a whole or any part thereof, other than the part so 
declared to be invalid. 

SECTION 13 - REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES: That all ordinance or parts 
of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed. 

SECTION 14 - EFFECTIVE DATE: This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect after 
its passage, approval and publication as provided by law. 
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PASSED AND APPROVED . 

R O L L    C A L L   V O T E 
AYE NAY ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Tim Wichman, Chairman 

Scott Belt 

Lynn Grobe 

 Justin Schultz 

Brian Shea

Attest: ___________________________________ 
   Melvyn Houser, County Auditor 
   Pottawattamie County, Iowa 



NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING PUBLISHED:  September 8, 2022 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS PUBLIC HEARING: September 13, 2022 
FIRST CONSIDERATION:  September 13, 2022 
SECOND CONSIDERATION:  September 20, 2022 
PUBLICATION: September 29, 2022 
RECORD:  September 30, 2022 
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CHAPTER 3.50 
ANIMAL CARE AND CONTROL 

3.50.001 TITLE: This ordinance shall be known and may be referred to as the “Pottawattamie County, Iowa 
Animal Care and Control Chapter”. 

3.50.002 PURPOSE AND SCOPE: This Chapter establishes responsibilities for animal owners or 
custodians in order to effectively manage animals and to control the danger to the public health, 
safety, and welfare presented by animals in the County and provides a mechanism to address 
animal control issues, problems, and complaints.  

3.50.003 JURISDICTION: The provisions of this Chapter shall apply to all of the unincorporated areas of 
Pottawattamie County, Iowa. 

3.50.004 APPLICABILITY: In the event of a difference between the provisions of this Chapter and those 
contained in applicable state rules and regulations, the most stringent standards will prevail. 

3.50.005 DEFINITIONS: Unless specifically defined below, words or phases used in this Chapter shall be 
interpreted so as to give them the meaning they have in common usage and to give this Chapter 
its most reasonable application.   

.01 CONSTRUCTION OF TERMS: The following rules of construction shall apply unless 
inconsistent with the plain meaning of the context of this Chapter. 
A. Tense: Words used in the present tense include the future tense. 
B. Number: Words used in the singular include the plural, and words used in the plural

include the singular.
C. Shall and May: The word “shall” is mandatory; the word “may” is permissible.
D. Gender: The masculine shall include the feminine and the neuter. 
E. Used or Occupied: The words “used” or “occupied” include the words intended,

designed, or arranged to be used or occupied. 
F. Headings: In the event that there is a conflict or inconsistency between the hearing of a 

chapter, section or subsection of this Chapter and the context thereof, the said heading 
shall not be deemed to affect the scope, meaning or intent of such context. 

.02 ABANDON: Leaving an animal for a period in excess of twenty-four (24) hours without 
appropriate provisions having been made for the feeding, watering, and care of such animal 
as provided in this Chapter.  

.03 ADEQUATE FOOD: Food that is not spoiled or contaminated and is of sufficient quantity 
and quality to meet the normal daily requirements for the species, condition and size of the 
animal and the environment in which it is kept. 

.04 ADEQUATE SHELTER: Adequate protection from the elements and weather conditions 
suitable for the age, species, and physical condition of the animal so as to maintain the 
animal in a state of good health. Shelter, for livestock, includes structures or natural features 
such as trees or topography. Shelter for a dog shall include 1 or more of the following:  
A. The residence of the dog's owner or other individual.
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B. A doghouse that is an enclosed structure with a roof and of appropriate dimensions for
the breed and size of the dog. The doghouse shall have dry bedding when the outdoor
temperature is or is predicted to drop below freezing.

C. A structure, including, but not limited to, a garage, barn, or shed that is sufficiently
insulated and ventilated to protect the dog from exposure to extreme temperatures or, if 
not sufficiently insulated and ventilated, contains a doghouse as provided under
subparagraph (B) that is accessible to the dog. 

When a dog is confined outside a residence, the following minimum space requirements 
shall be used: 
Dog Size Inches at Withers Weight Pen Size 
Small 11.99 inches or less 19.99 lbs or less 24 Sq. Ft. 
Medium 12 to 19.99 inches 20 to 49.99 lbs. 32 Sq. Ft. 
Large 20 to 25.99 inches 50 to 74.99 lbs. 40 Sq. Ft. 
Extra Large 26 inches or more 75 lbs or more 48 Sq. Ft. 

An additional 16 square feet shall be required for each dog sharing a pen with another dog.  
The minimum pen size includes a shelter. 

Equines must be provided a minimum of free choice protection or constructed shelter from 
adverse weather conditions, including direct rays of the sun in extreme heat or cold, wind, 
or precipitation. Natural or constructed shelters must be of sufficient size to provide the 
necessary protection. Constructed shelters must be structurally sound, free of injurious 
matter, maintained in good repair, and ventilated. Outside exercise paddocks for equines do 
not require separate constructed shelter where a shelter is accessible to the equine on 
adjacent or other accessible areas of the property provided that equines are not kept in 
outdoor exercise paddocks during adverse weather conditions.  

.05 ADEQUATE WATER: Water that is clean, uncontaminated, in liquid form and is of sufficient 
quantity and quality to meet the normal daily requirements for the species, condition and 
size of the animal and the environment in which it is kept. An uncontaminated pond, stream 
or river is considered adequate water for livestock.  Water must be reachable by the animal.  
Snow and ice are not considered an adequate water source. 

.06 ALTERED: An animal that is either spayed or neutered. 

.07 ANIMAL: Any member of the animal kingdom except human beings. 

.08 ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER: Any Animal Control Officer responsible for compliance under 
this Chapter. 

.09 ANIMAL SHELTER: A facility which is used to house or contain dogs, cats, or other animals, 
and which is owned, operated or maintained by the County or operated under contract with 
the County for the purpose of the provisions of this Chapter or any other Chapter. 

.10 AT LARGE: Off the premises of the owner or custodian, whether by accident, design, or 
otherwise. 
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.11 BITE: Any puncture, laceration, abrasion, scratch or any other break in the skin of a human, 
caused by an animal. 

.12 BOARD OF HEALTH: The Board of Health of Pottawattamie County, Iowa. 

.13 CAT: Members of the Feline species, male or female, altered or unaltered. 

.14 COUNTY SHERIFF: The County Sheriff of Pottawattamie County, Iowa or his duly deputized 
representative. 

.15 COUNTY: Pottawattamie County, Iowa. 

.16 DANGEROUS ANIMALS: 
A. Any genus/species of animal which is capable of killing, inflicting serious injury upon, or 

causing illness or disease among, human beings or domestic animals and having a
known tendency, (either in its natural state, in the wild, or as a tame, feral or
domesticated animal) as a species to do so, and is declared to be a dangerous animal
by the Board of Supervisors;

B. Those animals deemed to be "dangerous animals" per se include the following, subject 
to amendment by the Board of Supervisors: 

(1) Canidae: e.g. wolves, wolf-dog hybrids, coyotes, coyote-dog hybrids, foxes, jackals, 
within the order Carnivora but excluding Canis familiaris, the domestic dog. 

(2) Felidae; e.g. lions, tigers, jaguars, leopards, cougars, lynx, ocelots, bobcats, within
the order Carnivora but excluding Felis domestica, the domestic cat. 

(3) Mustelidae; e.g. badgers, wolverines, weasels, skunks, mink, otters within the order 
Carnivora, but not including domestic ferrets. 

(4) Procyonidae; e.g. raccoons, pandas, kinkajous within the order Carnivora. 
(5) Ursidae; e.g. black bears, brown bears, grizzly bears, polar bears, of the order

Carnivora. 
(6) Chiroptera; e.g. bats. 
(7) Cebidae; e.g. monkeys. 
(8) Cercopithecidae; e.g. baboons. 
(9) Callithricidae; e.g. marmosets, tamarins. 
(10) Pongidae; e.g. gibbons, orangutans, chimpanzees, gorillas.
(11) Lemuridae; e.g. lemurs.
(12) Didelphidae; e.g. opossums.
(13) Castoridae; e.g. beavers. 
(14) Viveridae; e.g. civets and mongooses. 
(15) Hyaenidae; e.g. hyaenas. 
(16) Formicidae; e.g. fire ants within the order Hymenoptera. 
(17) Apidae; specifically Africanized strains of Apis mellifera the honeybee. 
(18) Crocodylidae; e.g. crocodiles, alligators, caimans, gavials, of the order Squamata. 
(19) Heloderamatidae; e.g. gila monsters, beaded lizards, of the order Squamata. 
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(20) Crotalidae; e.g. rattlesnakes, copperhead snakes, cottonmouth moccasin snakes, 
waglers vipers, palm vipers, eyelash vipers, of the order Squamata. 

(21) Viperidae; e.g. rhinocerous vipers, bushmasters, puff addaers, gaboon vipers, of 
the order Squamata. 

(22) Elapidae; e.g. cobras, taipans, coral snakes, sea snakes, of the order Squamata. 
(23) Opisthoglyphous colubridae; e.g. twigsnakes, boomslangs, mangrove snakes,

mussuranas, Malagasy hognose snakes of the order Squamata. 
(24) Eunectes murinus; e.g. anacondas of the order Squamata. 
(25) Boa constrictor; e.g. boa constrictors of the order Squamata. 
(26) Morelia amethystina; amethystine pythons of the order Squamata. 
(27) Python sebae; African rock pythons of the order Squamata. 
(28) Python molurus; Burmese pythons, Indian pythons, Ceylonese pythons of the

order Squamata. 
(29) Python reticulatus; reticulated pythons of the order squamata. 
(30) Venomous spiders of the families teridiiae, and loxoscelidae respectively, and

scorpions of the order Scorpions. 
(31) Venomous lizards. 

C. Animals used in agriculture as defined by the United States Department of Agriculture 
shall not per se be considered dangerous animals. 

.17 DANGEROUS DOG: (1) Any dog with a propensity, tendency, or disposition to attack, to 
cause injury to, or to otherwise endanger the safety of humans or other domestic animals; 
(2) any dog that has been cited for running “at large” three times in one year; or (3) any dog 
that has attacked another animal once while “at large”. 

.18 DOG: All members of the Canine species, male or female, altered or unaltered. 

.19 EQUINES: Horses, ponies, mules, and burros. 

.20 EUTHANASIA: The humane destruction of an animal accomplished by a method that 
involves instantaneous unconsciousness and immediate death or a method that involves 
anesthesia, produced by an agent which causes painless loss of consciousness, and death 
during the loss of consciousness. 

.21 HYBRID: Any offspring produced by breeding a domestic cat or domestic dog to an animal 
listed as a “dangerous animal, per se”. 

.22 IMPOUND:  The act of placing an animal in an enclosure.  To confine an animal within an 
enclosure.  To seize and retain possession of an animal. 

.23 KENNEL: Any ‘boarding kennel’, ‘commercial kennel’, as defined in Chapter 162 8 of the 
Code of IowaZoning Ordinance of Pottawattamie County, Iowa . (Ordinance #2022-04) 

.24 KENNEL DOGS: Dogs which are kept or raised solely for the bona fide purpose of sale and 
which are kept under constant restraint in a kennel pursuant to Chapter 162 of the Code of 
Iowa. 
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.25 LIVESTOCK: Farm animals, such as beef cattle, dairy cows, sheep, hogs, chickens and 
turkeys, excluding urban chickens (refer to section 3.50.035). (Ordinance #2022-04) 

.26 NECESSARY MEDICAL ATTENTION: Supplying an animal with necessary medical 
attention when the animal is currently or has been, suffering from illness, injury, disease, 
excessive parasitism, excessive hair matting, malformed or overgrown hoof or similar 
conditions. 

.27 OWNER: Any person having a right of property in an animal, or who keeps or harbors an 
animal, or who has it in his or her care, or who acts as its custodian, or who knowingly 
permits an animal to remain on or about any premises owned or occupied by him or her for 
more than seven (7) consecutive days other than veterinary hospital, licensed kennel or 
animal shelter. 

.28 PERSON: An individual, partnership, corporation, or association and includes any officer, 
employee, or agency thereof. 

.29 SERVICE ANIMALS:  Any animal which is owned by a person who is disabled and that has 
been properly trained at a special school to guide its owner in going from place to place. 

.30 ZONING ORDINANCE: The Zoning Ordinance of Pottawattamie County, Iowa. 

.31 ZOONOSIS:  Any disease of animals communicable to humans. 

.32  PASTURE:  Land in the rear yard (as defined in Section 8.002.260.02 of the Pottawattamie 
County, Iowa Zoning Ordinance) covered with grass and other low plants suitable for grazing 
animals. 

3.50.006 ANIMALS “AT LARGE”:  
.01 It shall be unlawful for the owner or custodian of any animal, including livestock, to fail to 

keep the same from running “at large” in the County. 

.02 For the purpose of this Chapter, an animal shall not be deemed “at large” if the animal is on 
the premises or property of the animal owner or custodian or the property of another, so long 
as the property owner has given his or her permission and the animal cannot enter onto the 
public streets, sidewalks, alleys, other public areas or property not owned by the animal’s 
owner or custodian. 

.03 Notwithstanding the above, “at large” means off the premises of the owner or custodian, 
whether by accident, design, or otherwise, unless: 
A. The animal is on a leash, cord, chain, or similar restraint not more than fifteen (15) feet

in length and is under the control of a person competent to restrain and control the
animal, or; 

B. The animal is within a motor vehicle of its owner or custodian such that it cannot escape 
or have contact with a person outside the vehicle and such that said confinement does
not endanger the animal's health or well-being, or; 
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C. The animal is housed within a veterinary hospital, licensed kennel, pet shop, or animal
shelter. 

.04 Any animal found to be “at large” within the County shall be deemed a public nuisance. 
Animals found “at large” may be apprehended and impounded, costs of which shall be paid 
by the animal’s owner or custodian.  

.05 Notwithstanding any provision to the contrary, animals injured or killed on or along public 
streets or public right-of-ways shall be deemed “at large”.  The Animal Control Officer may 
remove all such animals and at his or her discretion take such animal needing medical 
attention to a veterinarian or animal shelter. The owner or custodian of such animal shall be 
responsible and liable for the expenses of medical treatment and care as well as 
impoundment fees and any other penalties imposed by this Chapter. 

.06 It is lawful for any person who finds an animal “at large” to seize and hold the animal.  Any 
person so seizing and holding an animal may confine it within a fenced yard, house, garage 
or other structure owned by them, or by physically restraining such animal on a harness, 
collar or leash.  The person seizing and holding the animal shall be responsible for the 
humane treatment of the animal while it is under that person’s custody, and shall notify the 
County Animal Control Department within forty-eight (48) hours that the animal is in their 
custody.  The provisions of this Chapter shall not infringe upon any right or duty created by 
Section 351.25 or Section 351.27 of the Iowa Code. 

.07 Any dog that has been impounded by the County shall have an identifying microchip inserted 
under its skin at its owner/custodian’s expense prior to being released to the 
owner/custodian.  The fee for this procedure shall be as set forth in the schedule of fees 
($20.00). (Ordinance #2022-04) 

3.50.007 OWNER/CUSTODIAN DUTIES:  

.01 HUMANE TREATMENT: An owner or custodian shall provide adequate food, water, 
shelter, humane treatment and any necessary medical treatment for any animal in its care. 
It shall be unlawful under this Chapter for any person to beat, starve or otherwise abuse 
any animal. 

.02 SANITARY CONDITIONS: An owner or custodian shall keep all structures, pens, or yards 
wherein dogs or cats are confined, clean, devoid of vermin and free of odors arising from 
urine or feces. 

.03 PUBLIC SANITATION: No owner or custodian of a dog or other animal shall permit their 
animal to discharge feces upon any public or private property, other than the property of the 
owner or custodian of the animal. The owner or custodian shall not however, be considered 
in violation of this subsection provided he or she takes steps to immediately remove and 
clean up the feces discharged by the animal from the property. All feces removed as 
aforesaid shall be placed in an airtight container, and shall be stored in a sanitary manner in 
an appropriate refuse container until it is removed pursuant to refuse collection procedures, 
or otherwise disposed of in a sanitary manner. An owner or custodian may, as an alternative 
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collect the feces and turn it under the surface of the owner’s or custodian’s soil in any manner 
that prevents odor or collection of vermin. 

.04 TETHERING: An owner or custodian may not stake or otherwise tie or fasten an animal in a 
way that permits the animal to pass onto, over, or across any public sidewalk, street, or alley 
or private property of anyone other than the owner's or custodian’s.  No animals shall be 
hitched, tied, or fastened by any rope, chain or cord that is directly attached to the animal’s 
neck.  Animals that must be tied, hitched or fastened to restrain them must wear a properly 
fitted collar or harness, not of the choker type, provided that the proper use of “choker collars” 
in the training of animals shall not be prohibited.  The tying device shall be attached to the 
animal’s collar or harness and shall be at least ten (10) feet in length. 

.05 ABANDONMENT: No owner or custodian may abandon any animal where it may become a 
public charge, nuisance or may suffer injury, hunger or exposure.  If an animal is restrained 
or confined out of doors without food, water or proper care as defined in this Chapter, the 
County Animal Control or other authorized agent may enter upon any such property where 
the animal is restrained or confined and supply it with the necessary food, water and care 
so long as it remains there abandoned. 

.06 RABIES VACCINATION: An owner or custodian of a dog required to be licensed under this 
Chapter shall vaccinate said dog for rabies and maintain a current vaccination tag on the 
dog’s collar at all times. The rabies vaccination shall be administered in accordance with 
Chapter 351 of the Code of Iowa. A current certificate of vaccination for rabies signed by a 
licensed veterinarian administering the vaccine shall be required for all animals for which the 
vaccination is required. 

.07 MINIMUM AGE: No dog may be licensed under this Chapter unless at least one of the 
registered owners or custodians of said dog is at least eighteen (18) years of age. All 
registered owners or custodians (or owners or custodians of an unlicensed dog) eighteen 
(18) years of age or older shall be personally, jointly and severally liable for compliance with 
the provisions of this Chapter. 

.08 TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP: A new owner or custodian shall within ten (10) days from the 
date of a change in ownership of dog make an application and pay the fee for a new license 
as provided in this Chapter. 

.09 NUMBER RESTRICTED: It is unlawful for any person to own, keep or harbor at anytime 
more than four (4) dogs under this Chapter without the appropriate licensepermitting, or as 
otherwise provided for by this Chapter 8 – Pottawattamie County, IA Zoning Ordiance. . 

.10 RESPONSIBILITY TO REPORT BITE/ATTACK: This Chapter incorporates all regulations 
and duties imposed by Iowa Code Chapter 351.  Included in the Iowa Code is the duty of 
the owner or custodian of any animal that has bitten or attacked a person or any person 
having any knowledge of such bite or attack to report this act to a local health of law 
enforcement official.  The owner or custodian must confine such animal in a manner directed 
by the Board of Health or the Animal Control Officer. 
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.11 DECEASED ANIMALS: This Chapter incorporates all regulations and duties imposed by 
Iowa Code Chapter 167.  All deceased animal including livestock must be disposed of within 
twenty-four (24) hours as provided in Iowa Code Chapter 167. Any person or persons 
violating this section shall bear full cost and expenses incurred by Pottawattamie County, 
Iowa for the disposal of said animals if necessary. 

3.50.008 HABITUAL IRRESPONSIBLE ANIMAL OWNERSHIP: Any animal owner that has been 
convicted of, or deemed responsible for, any violation of this Chapter by a court of competent 
jurisdiction on two (2) occasions in a twelve (12) month period may be designated an 
“irresponsible animal owner”.   

If an animal owner is convicted of, or deemed responsible for, a third violation of this Chapter by 
a court of competent jurisdiction in a twelve (12) month period, all animals may be confiscated 
and disposed of at the discretion of the Animal Control Supervisor, and no animal licenses shall 
be issued to anyone at the irresponsible animal owner’s residence for a period of thirty-six (36) 
months from the date of the third court order.    

No person designated as an irresponsible animal owner shall sell or otherwise transfer 
ownership of any animal to another person residing at the same address. 

3.50.009 HABITUAL IRRESPONSIBLE ANIMAL OWNER – DESIGNATION REMOVED: Any designation 
as an irresponsible animal owner shall expire after thirty-six (36) months provided the person so 
designated shall avoid any further violations of this Chapter during that time.  Any further 
violations of this Chapter may result in immediate confiscation and disposal of any animals, at 
the discretion of the Animal Control Supervisor, or as otherwise provided by law. 

3.50.010 ANIMAL BITE(S): 

.01 PROCEDURE WHEN PERSON BITTEN BY ANIMAL – Quarantine: This Chapter 
incorporates all regulations and duties imposed by Iowa Code Chapter 351.  

A. Whenever an animal bites any person, or another animal causing injury, it shall be the
duty of animal control to have such animal immediately removed from the owner’s
premises and either taken to the animal shelter or a veterinary hospital for quarantine,
or destroyed for examination if the animal appears to be diseased.  If not destroyed,
such animal must be placed under quarantine for a period of ten (10) days.  It is the duty 
of the owner of the animal that has bitten any person to deliver or surrender the
possession of such animal to the county for quarantine when so ordered by the County
Animal Control Supervisor, or his or her designee.  Any confinement of an animal under 
quarantine shall be at the expense of the owner of such animal. 

If an animal is held by a veterinarian, it may not be released until the expiration of the
ten-day quarantine period without express written permission of Animal Control.  If for
any reason a veterinarian determines that he/she may no longer continue to hold the
animal, it may be surrendered only to the County Animal Shelter to be held for the
remainder of the ten-day quarantine period. 
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B. If any animal that has bitten any person, or another animal causing injury, is suspected
of having rabies, Animal Control may destroy the animal and have the carcass examined 
in lieu of quarantine.  A wild or stray animal that has bitten any person may be destroyed 
immediately. 

C. The owner of any animal that has bitten a person, or another animal causing injury, may 
apply to animal control to release the animal for the purpose of allowing quarantine at
the home of the owner for a period of ten (10) days.  The application may be made at 
any time during the quarantine period and shall be on a form supplied by the Animal
Control Department.  Home quarantine shall not be permitted unless all of the following
conditions have been fully met:

(1) The animal must have been vaccinated against rabies at least three (3) weeks prior 
to the bite, and such vaccination must be valid for at least one (1) month after the
bite.  A certification of rabies vaccination shall be produced by the owner of the
animal.  This vaccination certificate must bear the description of the animal, the type 
of vaccine used, the expiration of the vaccine, and the signature of the veterinarian 
administering the vaccination.  The animal must also have a current county license, 
if required by Section 3.50.060, at the time of the bite. 

(2) The animal must not have been running “at large” at the time of the bite. 

(3) Prior to approval of home quarantine, the owner shall have the animal examined by 
a Pottawattamie County  Animal Control Officer or a veterinarian, licensed in the 
State of Iowa, who shall certify that the animal appears to be free of rabies or any
other zoonosis.  If an animal cannot be immediately examined, it shall be
quarantined at the county animal shelter until the owner can make arrangements for 
such examination. 

(4) The person bitten or, if a minor, that person’s parents or guardians, must sign the
application indicating that they have been advised of the risks of rabies, and that if
the animal disappears during the home quarantine, the person bitten may have to 
undergo anti-rabies treatment, that they do not object to home quarantine, and
relieving Pottawattamie County, and its agents from any liability if the animal
disappears during the quarantine period. 

(5) The owner of the animal must demonstrate to the satisfaction of Animal Control
Supervisor or his/her designee that they have the proper facilities and the ability to
adequately and properly confine the animal to their home or property during the
quarantine period. 

(6) The owner shall agree to immediately notify the Animal Control Department of any
changes in the animal’s health or disposition, to allow representatives of the Animal 
Control Department or its agents to enter upon their property and to examine the
animal at any time and to immediately take the animal to a licensed veterinarian for
examination at any time when directed by animal control supervisor or his agents. 
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(7) At the end of the quarantine period, the owner shall have the animal examined by
an animal control officer that is employed by Pottawattamie County or a licensed
veterinarian who shall certify that the animal still appears to be free of rabies or other 
zoonosis, and the quarantine should be terminated. 

(7)
(8) If quarantined at the County Animal Shelter or with a veterinarian, the owner shall 

pay all costs of impoundment, board and quarantine to the County before it is
released, and shall agree to pay all costs of examination by a veterinarian during
the quarantine period. 

(9) The owner shall further agree to immediately surrender the animal at any time the
animal control supervisor or his/her designee determines the home quarantine
should be terminated, or any at time that any provisions or conditions of the home
quarantine are violated, and the animal shall be returned to the custody of the 
Pottawattamie county Animal Control Department, its agents, or a licensed
veterinarian in the state of Iowa. 

(10) Pottawattamie County Animal Control may establish additional rules pertaining to
home quarantine. 

.02 REPORT OF CONDITION DURING QUARANTINE.  

A. Anyone supervising an animal under quarantine shall report at once any noticeable
change in the physical condition of such animal and to report at once if such animal
should die. 

B. It shall be the duty of the County Animal Control to cause at least one examination at
the end of the quarantine period and such other examinations as may be deemed
necessary to insure that the animal is alive and well and not apparently infected with
rabies.  If deemed necessary, animal control may order such examinations done by a
licensed veterinarian, and the owner of the animal shall pay all costs of such
examinations. 

.03 PAYMENT OF QUARANTINE AND EXAMINATION COSTS: The owner of any animal 
quarantined may redeem such animal after any quarantine period upon the payment in full 
of all costs of confinement, including reasonable costs of food and care of such animal, and 
medical examination before the animal is released.  If the animal is not claimed after the ten 
(10) day quarantine period, whether the owner is known or unknown, the animal may be
disposed of pursuant to this Chapter. 

3.50.020 BARKING DOGS OR OTHER ANIMALS—PUBLIC NUISANCE:  
.01 It shall be unlawful to keep or harbor any dog or other animal which, by frequent, regular, 

habitual, or continued barking, whining, yelping, howling or other loud noises, shall cause 
serious or repeated annoyance to the surrounding neighborhood. Such annoyance shall be 
considered a “public nuisance”.  
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.02 The Animal Control Officer or the County Sheriff shall have the authority to use all reasonable 
means to abate such nuisance, including but not limited to, requiring that the owner or 
custodian make bona fide efforts to quiet the dog or impoundment of the animal, costs of 
which shall be paid by the animal’s owner or custodian.  

.03 Any person who shall fail or refuse to abate such nuisance shall be deemed to have 
committed a separate violation of this Chapter for each twenty-four (24) hour period 
thereafter during which said nuisance continues and be subject o like penalties provided 
under this Chapter. 

3.50.030  POLICE OR SERVICE DOGS:  
.01 It shall be unlawful under this Chapter for any person to taunt, tease, strike, injure or kill any 

dog used by a law enforcement officer, law enforcement department, law enforcement 
agency or other service dogs at any time.  

.02 No person shall meddle with any such dog or any handler thereof in the performance of the 
functions of the law enforcement officer, law enforcement department or agency.  

.03 It shall not be a violation of this Chapter for a law enforcement officer or veterinarian to 
euthanize a police dog in an emergency situation when done to end undue suffering and 
pain for the police dog. 

3.50.035 URBAN CHICKENS: (Ordinance #2022-04) 

.01 Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, the keeping of domestic chickens (members 
of the subspecies of Gallus gallus domesticus) shall be permitted on properties with a single-
family dwelling that have less than one acre of pasture and/or are in the R-3 (Urban 
Residential) Zoning District, so long as such keeping is in strict compliance with this 
subsection and all other applicable County ordinances unless , despite compliance with the 
following , the presence of any particular chickens endangers the health, safety, peace, 
quiet, comfort, enjoyment of, or otherwise becomes a public nuisance to nearby residents or 
occupants or places of business. 

A. No person shall keep chickens inside a single-family dwelling unit. 
B. A tenant must obtain the landlord's written permission to keep chickens, which shall be

submitted as part of the application for a permit. 
C. Chickens must be confined in a coop or fowl house not less than 18 inches in height 

or, in the alternative, within a fenced pen area. Chickens must be kept within the coop, 
the fowl house, or the fenced pen area at all times unless removed for a temporary 
time for cleaning or for the safety of the chicken. Chickens must be housed in the coop 
from dusk until dawn. 

D. The coop, the fowl house, or the fenced pen area shall be located in the rear yard
only (as defined in Section 8.002.260.02 of the Pottawattamie County, Iowa Zoning 
Ordinance), must be of such a design to be reasonably expected to prevent entry by 
dogs, cats, or other animals, shall be completely enclosed (except fenced pen area), 
shall be well maintained, and shall be well drained so there is no accumulation of   
moisture. 
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E. The materials used in making a coop or fowl house (stationary or mobile) shall be 
uniform for each element of the structure such that the walls are made of the same 
material, the roof has the same shingles or other covering, and any windows or 
openings are constructed using the same materials.  The use of scrap, waste board, 
sheet metal, or similar materials is prohibited.  

F. Any coop, fowl house, or fenced pen area shall be kept clean, sanitary and free from
accumulation of chicken excrement and objectionable odors. All droppings and body 
excretions shall be either placed in fly-proof containers and double-bagged in plastic 
bags or, in the alternative, used as fertilizer on the same property so long as the 
droppings and body excretions are spread and incorporated into the soil within twenty-
four (24) hours. 

G. Odors from chickens, chicken manure or other chicken related substances shall not be
perceptible beyond the boundaries of the permitted tract of land. Noise from chickens 
shall not to disturb persons on adjoining properties or beyond based on an objective or 
reasonable person standard. 

H. All chicken feed shall be stored in rodent-proof containers.
I. No more than twelve (12) chickens shall be kept or maintained per property. 
J. All chickens shall have wings clipped at any given time so as to eliminate the

possibility of flight from the permittee' s property. 
K. All such chickens must be hens; no roosters are permitted. 
L. The County shall not be liable for injury or death of chickens caused by dogs, cats, or

other animals, domestic or wild, whether such animals   are licensed by the County or 
not. Further, injury or death of a chicken caused by an animal is not, in and of itself, 
sufficient grounds for Animal Control to determine that the animal is a 
dangerous/vicious animal pursuant to Section 3.50.010. Any dead chicken, not caused 
by slaughtering, shall be disposed of immediately upon discovering in a manner so as 
not to cause a nuisance pursuant to Chapter 8, Zoning Ordinance. 

M. Any slaughter of chickens not regulated by state law or otherwise forbidden or
regulated shall be done only in a humane and sanitary manner and shall not be done 
open to the view of any public area or adjacent property owned by another. 

.02 No person shall keep any chickens unless they possess a Pottawattamie County, 
Iowa Urban Chicken (Hen) Permit issued by Animal Control. 

A. Animal Control shall provide an application form upon request, which shall include 
consent forms for landlords and owners of adjacent properties. 

B. The fees and associated costs shall be set by resolution. 
C. Permits will be granted for one (1) year valid from January 1 through December 31.

Permits may be purchased at any time during the year but will be valid only through 
December 31.  

D. The applicant shall successfully complete an approved class in raising chickens in an 
urban setting prior to being issued a permit. Animal Control shall maintain a current list 
of such approved classes. 

E. By the granting of the permit to raise chickens and the application thereof, the permittee 
authorizes that the County or its agents have the right to go onto permittee's property 
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any time and without prior notice for the limited purpose of inspection of the premises to 
ensure that all applicable conditions have been met. 

F. Within thirty (30) days after the expiration of any permit, the permittee shall apply for and 
secure a renewal of the permit in the manner provided for   in this chapter. Failure to 
renew a permit within the time herein provided shall result in a delinquent fee, in addition 
to the regular permit fee, as set by the   Pottawattamie County, Iowa Board of 
Supervisors.  All applicants shall be furnished with permit rules and regulations at the 
time the application is made.  

G. The permit is a limited license for the activity, and no vested zoning rights arise from the 
permit being issued. 

H. The permit does not run with the land. Private restrictions on the use of the property
shall remain enforceable and shall supersede the permit. The private restrictions 
include, but are not limited to, deed restrictions, neighborhood association bylaws, 
covenants and restrictions, and rental agreements. A permit issued to a person whose 
property is subject to private restrictions that prohibit keeping of chickens is void. 

.03   In the event that an applicant or permittee does not fully and strictly comply with 
the requirements of this section, the application may be denied or the permit may be 
revoked. If an application is denied or a permit is revoked, the applicant or permittee 
shall be so informed in writing and also informed of the right to appeal said decision. 

A. In any instance where Animal Control has denied, revoked, suspended, or not renewed 
a permit, the applicant or permit holder may appeal the decision to the Pottawattamie 
County, Iowa Board of Health within ten (10) business days of receipt by the applicant 
or holder of the permit of the notice of the decision.  

B. When an application for a permit is denied or when a permit is revoked: 
1. The applicant may not re-apply for a new permit for a period of 1 year from the date 

of the denial or revocation unless the denial or revocation is due to administrative 
reasons only, as determined by Animal Control. 

2. Any chicken(s) shall be removed immediately. 
3. Any coop, fowl house, fencing or other structures shall be removed within ten (10) 

days of the date of the permit being denied or revoked. 
C. Animal Control shall issue a permit within 7 to 10 working days from receipt of

application. 

3.50.040 DANGEROUS/VICIOUS ANIMALS PROHIBITED:  
.01 It shall be unlawful for any person to keep, harbor, purchase or sell a dangerous or vicious 

animal. An animal may be deemed dangerous/vicious by the Animal Control Officer based 
on the criteria specified below.  For the purpose of this section, the term dangerous/vicious 
animal shall include but not be limited to any animal that either: 
A. Attacks and/or bites any person or other animal without provocation; and/or 
B. Kills or seriously injures any person; and/or
C. Kills or seriously injures livestock or a domestic animal; and/or
D. Approaches any person or other animal in an apparent attack posture or in a vicious or

terrorizing manner whether or not the attack is consummated; and/or 
E. Is cited for running “at large” three (3) or more times in one year. 
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.02 The Animal Control Officer may immediately seize such dangerous/vicious animal which 
shall be held for ten (10) days.  If, by the end of the impoundment period the person keeping, 
harboring, or sheltering said vicious animal, has not petitioned the court seeking return of 
the animal, the Animal Control Officer shall have cause for the euthanasia of the animal. 

.03 Dogs used in security or police work shall not be classified as dangerous/vicious if a bite or 
bites occur while the dog is actually performing in such a capacity. 

.04 Owner or Custodian Liability: If a dog or other animal, without provocation, attacks or injures 
any person who is peaceably conducting himself in a place where he may lawfully be, the 
owner or custodian of such dog or other animal is liable in damages to such person for the 
full amount of the injury sustained. If a dog or other animal, without provocation attacks or 
injures another animal, the owner or custodian of such dog or animal is liable for damages 
caused to the injured animal by the attack. 

3.50.050 DANGEROUS ANIMALS ALLOWED:  The prohibition contained in 3.50.040 of this Chapter shall 
not apply to the keeping of dangerous animals in the County under any of the following 
circumstances: 

.01 Dangerous animals kept at state licensed veterinary hospitals, humane societies, licensed 
rehabilitator or animal control pounds for treatment or impoundment purposes. 

.02 Dangerous animals kept by federal, state, county and municipal authorities and their 
designees or veterinarians pursuant to the enforcement of this or any animal control 
ordinance. 

.03 Dangerous animals kept by governmental agencies, educational institutions, medical 
institutions or research laboratories for instructional or research purposes. 

.04 Dangerous animals kept in publicly owned zoos. 

.05 Dangerous animals kept for fur pelting businesses, subject to compliance with the Zoning 
Ordinance. 

.06 Dangerous animals kept by individuals meeting USDA permit requirements. 

.07 Dangerous animals commercially exhibited for ten (10) days or less. 

.08 Animals being commercially transported through the County. 

3.50.060 IMPOUNDMENT: 
.01 It shall be the duty of the persons authorized by the Zoning Ordinance to operate or contract 

with an animal shelter, to supervise and control such a facility, to cause the shelter to be 
kept in a sanitary condition and free from offensive odors, to provide for adequate food, 
water, and shelter, to provide for the collection of animals, to handle the destruction or 



15 

disposition of animals not reclaimed, and to assist in the enforcement and operation of this 
Chapter. 

.02 Animals found “at large” and abandoned animals may be taken and impounded at the animal 
shelter and confined in a humane manner. 

.03 Upon impounding an animal, the owner or custodian, if known, shall be given notice of 
impoundment within two (2) days and the owner or custodian shall then have three (3) days 
to reclaim the animal not counting the day of impoundment. 

.04 A person claiming an impounded animal shall pay impoundment fees and boarding fees as 
established by the animal shelter. 

.05 A person claiming an impounded animal shall provide proof of current rabies vaccination 
and county license if applicable. 

.06 A person claiming an impounded animal shall also pay veterinary charges, if any, and such 
other costs actually incurred by the animal shelter in the care of the claimed animal. 

.07 No animal need be kept for the period of notification or impoundment if a licensed 
veterinarian or an Animal Control Officer certifies that the animal is so diseased or injured 
that it is unduly suffering or cannot survive.  In such cases the animal may be humanely 
euthanized. The owner or custodian shall pay any fees associated with the euthanasia. 

.08 Animals not reclaimed within the time limitations provided by the Chapter shall become the 
property of the County or animal shelter and shall be placed for adoption in a suitable home 
or humanely euthanized.  No unclaimed animal shall be released for adoption to a suitable 
home without being sterilized, or without a written agreement from the adopter, guaranteeing 
that such animal will be sterilized. 

.09 The refusal to reclaim any impounded animal shall not relieve the owner or custodian of the 
duty to pay the impoundment fees, boarding fees, veterinarian expenses, euthanization fees 
or any other costs incurred in the care of the animal.  Any owner or custodian who refuses 
to pay such expenses shall be in violation of this Chapter and subject to citation of a county 
infraction for the same. 

.10 Neither the County nor the animal shelter, nor their agents and officers enforcing the 
provisions of this Chapter shall be liable for any accident or subsequent disease that may 
occur in connection with the impoundment of any animal pursuant to this Chapter. 

3.50.070 REFUSAL OF ADMITTANCE: In the event the Animal Control Officer or the County Sheriff, in 
proceeding to enter onto a property to carry out the provisions of this Chapter, shall be refused 
entry, a complaint may be made under oath to any magistrate of the County.  Said magistrate 
shall thereupon issue a warrant directed to the County Sheriff commanding him, between the 
hours of sunrise and sunset, accompanied by the Animal Control Officer to enter onto such 
property and to make such inspection as may be required to carry out the provisions of this 
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Chapter, which order shall be executed by said County Sheriff under the direction of the Animal 
Control Officer. 

3.50.080 MISCELLANEOUS PROHIBITED ACTS: 

.01 ABUSE: It shall be unlawful under this Chapter for any person to beat, starve or otherwise 
abuse any animal. 

.02 ANIMALS FOR ENTERTAINMENT: It shall be unlawful under this Chapter for any person to 
use animals for entertainment purposes, including but not limited to: horse tripping, steer 
tailing, selling or giving away any animal as an incentive, prize or novelty; owning, breeding 
or training any animal (or other similar activity) for purposes of fighting between such animal 
with another animal or human being; intentionally killing or injuring any animal for sport, 
wagering or entertainment. (Iowa Code Chapter 717D) 

.03 POISONING ANIMALS: It shall be unlawful under this Chapter for any person to knowingly 
poison or cause to be poisoned any domestic animal. Any drug used for euthanasia shall be 
used by or under the direction of a licensed veterinarian.  (Iowa Code Chapter 717B) 

.04 KILLING ANIMALS: It shall be unlawful under this Chapter for any person to knowingly kill 
any domestic animal except: 1) in an emergency situation to end the immediate suffering of 
the animal; 2) when the animal is not under the supervision of its owner or custodian and is 
in the process of injuring, wounding or killing another animal or a human being; or 3) under 
the direction of a licensed veterinarian. (Iowa Code Chapters 351; 717B) 

3.50.090 LICENSE REQUIRED: It shall be unlawful for any person to keep or harbor any dog over the 
age of six (6) months, which has not been issued a dog license.  The Animal Control Officer shall 
issue no dog license unless the person has supplied 1) a valid rabies vaccination certificate and 
2) a certificate of spaying or neutering for the dog for which the license is being applied.  Current 
rabies and county dog license tags must be visible at all times.  The filing fee as specified by
Chapter 1.50 shall accompany said application. (Ordinance #2010-03/July 2, 2010)

3.50.100 PET RETAILERS.  

.01 It shall be unlawful for any person who owns, conducts, manages or operates any 
commercial animal establishment for which a license is required by the State of Iowa, to fail 
to comply with each of the following conditions: 

(1) Every dog and cat offered for sale shall have been vaccinated against distemper.  A
certificate providing the name of the veterinarian and the date and treatment must be
provided to the purchaser at the time of sale; 

(2) No animal shall be transported by a pet shop or dealer, whether by private or public
means, unless housed in a container appropriate for the size for the animal, and
designed for that purpose including provisions for adequate ventilation, food and water; 
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(3) Each animal shall at suitable intervals and at least once every twenty-four (24) hours,
receive a quantity of wholesome foodstuff suitable for the specie’s physical condition
and age, sufficient to maintain an adequate level of nutrition for the animal; 

(4) Each animal shall have available at all times an adequate supply of clean, fresh, potable 
water; 

(5) Reasonable precautions shall be used to insure that animals are not teased, abused,
mistreated, annoyed, tormented or in a manner made to suffer by any person or means; 

6) Sick animals shall be sufficiently isolated so as not to endanger the health of other
animals; 

(7) Every building or enclosure wherein animals are maintained, shall be constructed of
material easily cleaned, shall be kept in a sanitary condition and shall be properly
ventilated to prevent drafts and to remove odors.  Heating and cooling shall be provided 
as required, according to the physical needs of the animal, with sufficient light to allow
observation of animals and sanitation; 

(8) Any animal shall be taken to a veterinarian for treatment if the animal control officer
orders the owner or custodian to do so as necessary to maintain the health of the animal; 

(9) All animal rooms, cages, shipping containers, and runs shall be of sufficient size to
provide adequate and proper accommodations and protection from the weather for the
animals kept therein.  At a minimum, sufficient space must be provided for every animal 
within an enclosure to separately and together, stand up, lie down, and turn around in a 
natural position; 

(10) No animals bearing evidence of malnutrition, ill health, infectious disease, unhealed
injury or having been kept in an unsanitary condition shall be displayed or sold to the
public. 

.02 Records pertaining to the sale, purchase, transfer and medical treatment, including vaccinations, 
for all animals shall be open and available for inspection by a County Animal Control Officer 
during reasonable hours.  All such records shall be maintained on the premises for a minimum 
period of twelve (12) months after the date of sale or transfer of any animal.  Records shall 
include the source of the animal sold/transferred, the date of sale/transfer, identification and sex 
of the animal sold/transferred, and the name and address of the purchaser. 

.03 No pet shop shall sell a dangerous animal or dangerous animal, per se, as defined in Section 
3.50.005.16 of this Code. 

3.50.110 ENFORCEMENT 
.01 It shall be the duty of the Animal Control Officer and/or County Sheriff to enforce the 

provisions of this Chapter. 

.02 Those representatives authorized to enforce this Chapter may issue a citation of county 
infraction with or without prior notice to any person who is alleged to have committed a 
county infraction. 

3.50.120  VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES: The penalty for violating the provisions of this Chapter shall 
be as set forth in Chapter 1.75. 
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TO: Board of Supervisors 
FROM: Matt Wyant 
DATE: September 8, 2022 
RE: Case #ZTA-2022-01  

APPLICANT: Pottawattamie County 

REQUEST: Zoning text to amend the Pottawattamie County, 
Iowa, Zoning Ordinance, Section 8.004.085.15. (See 
Attachment #1). 

BACKGROUND: 

History:  Pottawattamie County, Iowa Zoning Ordinance prohibits the keeping of 
farm animals and fowl in the R-3 (Urban Residential) and R-5 (Planned 
Residential) zoning districts and/or on properties with less than one acre of 
pasture.   In the past, there have been requests by residents in the R-3 district 
and properties with less than one acre of pasture to allow the keeping of small 
flocks-chickens.  There have also been complaints on people having chickens in 
the R-3 district and on properties with less than one acre of pasture,  some 
complaints from noise and others from smells. 

Staff has looked at other urban areas where code has been adopted for Urban 
Chickens and spoke with those jurisdictions about the pros and cons.  We have 
used portions of their code sections and combined them into something that 
should be successful here. 

Proposal:  Add into Pottawattamie County, Iowa Chapter 8 Zoning Ordinance 
and Chapter 3.5 Animal Control a permitting process to allow for the keeping of 
Chickens in the R3 district and properties with than one acre of pasture.  By use 
of a permit the County would be able to regulate sites and allow residents to 
keep small flocks of chickens when they own less than one acre of pasture.  The 
permit process would allow us to ensure that they only have hens, that the coop 
would meet zoning setbacks and that a manure plan was in place and followed. 
The initial permit would cost $125.00 with an annual renewal fee of $75.00 and 
would include an annual onsite inspection by the Animal Control Officer.   



COMMISSION  
RECOMMENDATION: On August 15, 2022 the Planning Commission conducted their 

public hearing on this request and made the following 
recommendation: 

Motion: to recommend that the request of Pottawattamie County, Iowa, as 
filed under Case #ZTA-2022-01, be approved as submitted. 

Motion by: Leaders. 
Second by: B. Larson.
Vote: Ayes –Silkworth, Leaders, B. Larson, R. Larson, Chapman.

Motion Carried



Pottawattamie County Public Health

Animal Control
600 S 4th Street Suite 100, Council Bluffs, Iowa 51503 (712) 366-1143 

Urban Chicken Permit Application Fmlm e to complete all sellions of the apphcat1011 and provide supporlmg documentation will result ma denial of vmll" applicatwn

Applicant Information 

Name ____________________________________________ _ 

Address ________________________________________ _ 

Home or Cell Phone _______________ Work Phone ________________ _ 

**24-hour emergency contact phone number ___________________________ _ 
This is the number that will be called if we receive a complaint about the chickens on your property. 

Initial: 

__ 1) I have read the Pottawattamie County Urban Chicken Ordinance Chapter                understand the 
requirements for keeping chickens. 

__ 2) 

__ 3) 

I am aware that I first must receive approval from the County prior to obtaining chickens. 

__ 4) 

I will follow all County ordinances and state laws relating to the care and keeping of animals . 

__ 5) 

I am aware that I am responsible for keeping chickens within the confines of my property at all times. 

__ 6) 

I am aware that I may not make any dimensional changes to my chicken coop without first obtaining 
approval from the County. 

I grant the right for County staff to inspect my property prior to approval of this permit. I further grant the 
right for County staff to inspect my property with notification one year after the permit is granted and at any 
other time to possibly investigate a complaint. 

__ 8) I acknowledge that I live in a single-family dwelling as per zoning code. 

__ 9) I affirm that I have never been found guilty of any animal welfare, neglect or cruelty code. 

__ 10) I am aware that I may not add to the number of chickens listed on this application without first obtaining 
approval from the County. 

__ 11) I understand that the permit is limited to one year for the activity and no vested zoning rights arise from the 
permit being issued and that the permit does not run with the land. 

(12)

3.50.035

Urban Chicken Permit Application 
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__ 12) I understand the private restrictions on the use of the property shall remain enforceable and shall supersede 
the permit. I affirm that there are no private restrictions including, but not limited to, deed restrictions, 
neighborhood association bylaws, and covenants. A permit issued to a person whose property is subject 
to private restrictions that prohibit keeping of chickens is void. 

I affirm that all statements contained in the application and Attachments A-C are true and correct and that I the permit holder will 
keep the chickens in compliance with all related ordinances and Urban Chicken ordinance. I understand that failure to comp/y with 
regulations may result in revocation of the permit and/or issuance of a County infraction. 

Signature ______________________ Date __________ 

For County Use Only

Paid _____ Receipt# _______________ _ 

Paid _____ Receipt# _______________ _ 

Date _____ Official ________________ _ 

Initial Permit Application Fee: $125 

Annual Renewal Permit Fee: $75 

Design Approval: 

County Inspection: Date _____ Officer ________________ _ 

Applicant Meets Requirements___ Does Not Meet___ Corrections Needed __ _ 

Supervisor's Review _________________________________ _ 

Approval Date _________ Denied ______________________ _ 

Reason for denial __________________________________ _ 

Permit Number:----------------------------------- 

Issue Date _______________ _ Expiration Date _______________ _ 

Next Inspection Review Due _________ Adjusted# of Chickens ____________ 

Pottawattamie County Public Health  
Animal Control

600 S 4th Street Suite 100, Council Bluffs, IA 51503 (712) 366-1143 
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Pottawattamie County Public Health
Animal Control

600 S 4th Street Suite 100, Council Bluffs, Iowa 51503 (712) 366-1143 

ATTACHMENT A 

Describe the chicken coop and pen including materials used and cubic feet 

ATTACHMENT B 

Sketch a diagram below of the property including the dimensions and 
• Identify the adjacent properties by street address
• Indicate the location of coop and pen

ATTACHMENT C 

To be completed only if the applicant is a tenant. 

I am the owner/landlord of ___________________ Pottawattamie County, IA, and I give 

permission for my tenant-------------� to install a chicken coop and keep chickens on the property. 

Signature of Owner /Landlord 

(Or attach)

Date 



Matt Wyant/Director, Planning and 
Development and/or Pam 

Kalstrup/Coordinator, Zoning & Land Use, 
Planning and Development 

Public Hearing and First Consideration of 
Ordinance No. 2022-05, an ordinance to 
amend Chapter 8 “Zoning Ordinance” of 

the Pottawattamie Conty, Iowa, Code; and 
setting date of Second Consideration.  



RECORDER’S COVER SHEET 

Prepared by: 
Pottawattamie County Office of Planning and Development 
223 South 6th Street, Suite 4 
Council Bluffs, IA  51501-4245 
(712) 328-5792

Return Document to: 
Pottawattamie County Office of Planning and Development 
223 South 6th Street, Suite 4 
Council Bluffs, IA  51501-4245 
(712) 328-5792

Document Title: 
Pottawattamie County 
Ordinance #2022-05 
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POTTAWATTAMIE COUNTY, IOWA 
ORDINANCE NO. 2022-05 

AN ORDINANCE to amend the following in Chapter 8, of Pottawattamie County, Iowa 
Zoning Ordinance: 

1. 8.004.085.15 Add “to include corrals and other portable structures”
2. 8.004.085.15 Remove “and other structures”
3. 8.004.085.15 Add “Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, the keeping

of domestic chickens (members of the subspecies of Gallus gallus
domesticus) shall be permitted on properties with a single-family dwelling that
have less than one acre of pasture and/or are in the R-3 (Urban Residential)
Zoning District, so long as such keeping is in strict compliance with this
subsection and all other applicable County ordinances unless , despite
compliance with the following , the presence of any particular chickens
endangers the health, safety, peace , quiet , comfort, enjoyment of, or
otherwise becomes a public nuisance to nearby residents or occupants or
places of business.”

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF POTTAWATTAMIE 
COUNTY, IOWA 

SECTION 1 - REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES: That section 8.004.085.15 
is hereby repealed in its entirety.  Furthermore all other Ordinances in conflict with the 
provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent necessary to give this 
Ordinance full force and effect. 

SECTION 2 - AMENDMENTS: That the Pottawattamie County, Iowa, Code, be and the 
same is hereby amended by adding thereto the following new Section, to be codified as 
Section 8.004.085.15: 

8.004.085.15 Private stables and other structures for raising and keeping animals and 
fowl, provided that not more than one (1) animal unit per acre of pasture shall be 
permitted and further provided that no such structure (to include corrals and other 
similar portable structures) shall be located closer than fifty (50) feet to any property 
line, nor shall the animals be kept or pastured closer than twenty-five (25) feet to any 
dwelling on the site.  The area devoted to such uses shall be kept in a clean and 
sanitary condition, and shall be maintained so as drainage will not affect the health and 
safety of adjacent property owners.  Private stables and other such structures shall not 
be permitted in the R-3 and R-5 Districts. Notwithstanding the provisions of this 
section, the keeping of domestic chickens (members of the subspecies of Gallus 
gallus domesticus) shall be permitted on properties with a single-family dwelling that 
have less than one acre of pasture and/or are in the R-3 (Urban Residential) Zoning 
District, so long as such keeping is in strict compliance with this subsection and all 
other applicable County ordinances unless , despite compliance with the following , 
the presence of any particular chickens endangers the health, safety, peace , quiet , 
comfort, enjoyment of, or otherwise becomes a public nuisance to nearby residents 
or occupants or places of business. 
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SECTION 3 - SEVERABILITY: That should any section or provision of this Ordinance 
be declared by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, that decision shall not 
effect that validity of the Ordinance as a whole or any part thereof, other than the part so 
declared to be invalid. 

SECTION 4 - REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES: That all ordinance or parts 
of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed. 

SECTION 5 - EFFECTIVE DATE: This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect after 
its passage, approval and publication as provided by law. 

PASSED AND APPROVED . 

R O L L    C A L L   V O T E 
AYE NAY ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Tim Wichman, Chairman 

Scott Belt 

Lynn Grobe 

Justin Schultz

Brian Shea 

Attest: ___________________________________ 
   Melvyn Houser, County Auditor 
   Pottawattamie County, Iowa 
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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS PUBLIC HEARING: September 13, 2022 
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PUBLICATION: September 29, 2022 
RECORD:  September 30, 2022 



8.004.085 The following accessory uses shall be permitted in the Class “A” and “R-1, R-2 and R-3” 
Districts, unless otherwise denoted: (Ordinance #2015-05/12-18-2015) 

.01 Accessory dwelling unit (ADU). (Ordinance #2015-05/12-18-2015) 

.02 Accessory uses and structures normally incidental and subordinate to one of the 
permitted principal or conditional uses, unless otherwise excluded. (Ordinance 
#2015-05/12-18-2015) 

.03 Agricultural buildings and structures including dams, equipment sheds, outbuildings 
and other buildings, structures or erections which are primarily adapted for use for 
agricultural purposes, except in the R-2 and R-3 Districts. (Ordinance #2015-05/12-
18-2015)

.04 All-weather school bus shelters permitted in the front yard subject to the provisions 
of Section 8.004.070 and 8.004.080. (Ordinance #2015-05/12-18-2015) 

.05 Bathhouses, tool or storage sheds, and non-habitable playhouses when located in 
the rear yard. (Ordinance #2015-05/12-18-2015) 

.06 Display signs, subject to the provisions of Chapter 8.090. (Ordinance #2015-05/12-
18-2015)

.07 Fences, walls and hedges, subject to the provisions of Section 8.004.070 and 
8.004.080. (Ordinance #2015-05/12-18-2015) 

.08 Gardening and private greenhouses, but not on a scale that would be obnoxious to 
adjacent lots because of noise, odor or dust. (Ordinance #2015-05/12-18-2015) 

.09 Home occupations and home professional offices, subject to the provisions of 
Section 8.004.160. (Ordinance #2015-05/12-18-2015) 

.10 Noncommercial vehicle and equipment sales. (Ordinance #2015-05/12-18-2015) 

.11 Outdoor advertising signs and billboards, subject to the provisions of Chapter 8.090, 
except in the “”R” Districts. (Ordinance #2015-05/12-18-2015) 

.12 Private kennels, provided that no such structure shall be located closer than fifty 
(50) feet to any property line, nor shall the animals be kept or pastured closer than
twenty-five (25) feet to any dwelling on the site.  The area devoted to such uses
shall be kept in a clean and sanitary condition, and shall be maintained so as
drainage will not affect the health and safety of adjacent property owners.
(Ordinance #2015-05/12-18-2015)

.13 Private parking facilities including garages, carports and other parking spaces. 
(Ordinance #2015-05/12-18-2015) 



.14 Private recreational facilities including swimming pools, tennis courts, and other 
recreational facilities commonly accessory to a dwelling. (Ordinance #2015-05/12-
18-2015)

.15 Private stables and other structures for raising and keeping animals and fowl, 
provided that not more than one (1) animal unit per acre of pasture shall be 
permitted and further provided that no such structure (to include corrals and other 
similar portable structures) shall be located closer than fifty (50) feet to any property 
line, nor shall the animals be kept or pastured closer than twenty-five (25) feet to 
any dwelling on the site.  The area devoted to such uses shall be kept in a clean 
and sanitary condition, and shall be maintained so as drainage will not affect the 
health and safety of adjacent property owners.  Private stables and other such 
structures shall not be permitted in the R-3 and R-5 Districts. Notwithstanding the 
provisions of this section, the keeping of domestic chickens (members of the 
subspecies of Gallus gallus domesticus) shall be permitted on properties with a 
single-family dwelling that have less than one acre of pasture and/or are in the 
R-3 (Urban Residential) Zoning District, so long as such keeping is in strict
compliance with this subsection and all other applicable County ordinances 
unless , despite compliance with the following , the presence of any particular 
chickens endangers the health, safety, peace , quiet , comfort, enjoyment of, or 
otherwise becomes a public nuisance to nearby residents or occupants or places 
of business. (Ordinance #202215-05/12-18-2015) 



 
 

Lea Voss/County Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Discussion and/or decision to approve Tax abatement 
for Myrtue Medical Center for property located at 510 N 

Elm St, Avoca (Parcel No. 773909332009). 

 













 
 

Lea Voss/County Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Discussion and/or decision to approve Tax abatement 
for County owned property located at 17026 Snowhill 

Ln (Parcel No. 764411400004), 17019 Snowhill Ln 
(Parcel No. 764123000085), and 17034 Snowhill Ln 

(Parcel No. 764412300006), Crescent. 

 



 
 

Lea Voss/County Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Discussion and/or decision to approve payment of taxes 
for the County owned properties and drainage. 



Other Business 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Discussion with the City of Crescent, Walnut and Neola 
regarding small town needs.  



 
 

Jamie Petersen/Coordinator, GIS and Jana 
Lemrick/Director, Human Resources 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Discussion and/or decision on the hiring of GIS Analyst 
II at a step 3 of the paygrade. 

 



 

Jana Lemrick/Director, Human 
Resources  

 
 

Discussion and/or decision to approve Job Description 
of Snow Sports School Coordinator and Snowmaking 

Team Lead, and the posting of said positions. 
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Class Description 
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Title:  Snow Sports School Coordinator FLSA Status: Non-Exempt 
Department:  Conservation Job Code:   
Bargaining Unit/Grade:  None/$16 hour Updated:  09/08/2022 
 

 

General Definition of Work 
This is a full-time seasonal position that runs from approximately October through March. 
Responsibilities will include hiring, training, and scheduling instructors. Booking and manage 
booked lessons as well as creating marketing strategies and materials for lessons. Facilitate 
yearly Development (Devo) Program with focus on student experience and professionalism. 
Assist Site Manager with various administrative and marketing functions outside of general 
Snow Sports School tasks. 

 
Essential Functions 
To perform this job successfully, an individual must be able to perform each essential function 
satisfactorily. The requirements listed below are representative of the knowledge, skill, and/or ability 
required. Reasonable accommodations may be made to enable an individual with disabilities to perform 
the essential functions. 

Assist in hiring all ski and snowboard instructors for a range of lesson and ability types. 
 
Create a training program for all instructors, using the PSIA-AASI standards to ensure uniformity 
of teaching style and guest experience. 
 
Coordinate and schedule training for all instructors prior to season for dry land training. On snow 
training to be done as soon as possible. 
 
Document all steps of the training process and ensure that all instructors have completed the 
necessary forms and have passed the training program prior to teaching students. 
 
Develop lesson plans for each lesson type, including marketing materials and strategies. 
 
Oversee booking and scheduling process for lessons. This includes, but is not limited to, 
monitoring online bookings, creating online bookings, proper lesson ticket process, training front 
desk staff on lesson types, bookings, lesson ticket process, rescheduling lessons as needed. 
 
Coordinate the Development Program and the processes involved from start to finish. Sign up 
returning students, market for new students, forms for check-in, instructor scheduling, rental 
equipment distribution, and lesson plans.  
 
Track snow sports school supplies: some of which include edgie wedgies, lesson tickets, invoice 
sheets, jackets, fencing, cones, gates, flags, little shredders supplies. 
 
 
Assist Site Manager with various administrative tasks, including but not limited, scheduling, 
ordering supplies, picking up supplies, coordinating with other departments, filing and 
documentation 
 
Assist Site Manager with area marketing. To include but not limited to, content creation, copy 
creation, marketing strategies, and radio advertising.  



Pottawattamie County, Iowa 
Class Description 
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Full knowledge of emergency procedures and protocols with the ability to train office staff on these 
procedures. 
 
Ability to perform all opening and closing tasks daily, if required. 
 
Ability to assist guests with all aspects of ticketing, including but not limited to, lift tickets, rental 
equipment, retail merchandise, season passes, and ski and snowboard school. 
 
Be well-informed of all resort information, work closely with other departments to collaborate on 
business levels, group business & special events. 
 
Provide excellent customer service. 
 
Effectively interact with all management staff and co-workers across all departments to support 
progress toward the overall organizational goals and objectives. 
 
Work in other departments when needed and perform other duties as assigned. 
 
Must be able and willing to work flexible schedule to include early mornings, overnights, 
holidays, and weekends. 
 

 
Minimum Qualifications 
Must be eighteen (18) years old at the time of hire. 
 
Special Qualifications 

• Must have 2 years prior experience as a ski or snowboard instructor, prior supervisor 
experience is preferred. 

• Must be reliable and punctual and have own transportation. 
• Work well under pressure, ability follow policies and procedures, demonstrates ability to 

work as a team and can foster a positive, fun, and safe work environment. Flexibility to 
work during evenings, weekends, and holidays 

 
 

 
 
 
Job Specifications 
1-2 years of experience working in the snow sports industry or hospitality. 

1-2 years of experience supervising other employees. 

General knowledge of, and ability to manage the snow sports school. 

Ability to communicate effectively, both orally and in writing. 

Ability to understand and follow both oral and written instructions. 

Ability to establish and maintain effective working relationships and good rapport with individuals 
of all ages including supervisors, colleagues, children, and the public. 



Pottawattamie County, Iowa 
Class Description 
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Ability to work both indoors and outdoors. 
Ability to use Microsoft Office programs such as Word and Excel. 

 
Working Conditions 
The physical demands and work environment characteristics described here are representative 
of those that must be met by an employee to successfully perform the essential functions of this 
job. Reasonable accommodations may be made to enable individuals with disabilities to perform 
the essential functions. 
 
Attendance at work is an essential function of this position.  Work is performed both indoors and 
outdoors and requires a considerable amount of physical activity. Duties require the ability to 
stand for extended periods of time.  
 

Be able to work in a cold environment for an extended period. An incumbent must have the 
ability to frequently lift, push, pull and/or carry equipment, supplies and other materials weighing 
up to 25 lbs., and to occasionally lift, push, pull and/or carry equipment, supplies and other 
materials weighing up to 50 lbs. An incumbent must also be able to use hands and arms to 
reach and operate shovels, rakes, power tools, and equipment. 
 

Work hours often required before or after business hours. Vision abilities, correctable to normal 
ranges, include close vision, distance vision, peripheral vision, depth perception and the ability 
to adjust focus. Communication abilities include the ability to talk and hear within normal ranges. 
 

Work requires interaction with children and the public and may be stressful at times. 
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Title:  Snowmaking Team Member FLSA Status: Non-Exempt 
Department:  Conservation Job Code:   
Bargaining Unit/Grade:  None/$14-$16 hour Updated:  09/08/2022 
 

 

General Definition of Work 
This is a seasonal position that runs through the duration of the ski season. Perform minor 
mechanical work in inspection, maintenance, and repairs of specialized equipment, machinery, 
and snowmaking machines for the ski area. Operate snowmaking machinery with supervision 
from snowmaking team lead, Maintenance Manager, and Site Manager. Assist Maintenance 
Manager with various tasks as needed and available.  
Essential Functions 
To perform this job successfully, an individual must be able to perform each essential function 
satisfactorily. The requirements listed below are representative of the knowledge, skill, and/or ability 
required. Reasonable accommodations may be made to enable an individual with disabilities to perform 
the essential functions. 

Assist with monitoring, maintaining, repairing, and making necessary improvements to various 
machinery such as pumps, generators, snowcats, snowmaking machines, and snowmaking 
sticks, as required by manufacturer's specifications. 
 
Complete and maintain a written record of the maintenance services performed on each piece of 
equipment. 
 
Assist with chair lift operations including moving snow, operating chair lifts, and know how to use 
safety start and stop procedures. 
 
Assist in daily preventative maintenance inspections on snowmobiles, pickup truck, UTV, skid 
steer, snowmaking machines, booster pumps, and carriages. 
 
Perform snow and ice control including running snowcat to grade and groom snow, assist in 
clearing sidewalks, fill ramps on lifts at both loading and unloading areas with snow. 
 
Assist with operation and maintenance of specialized machinery including chair lifts, snowmaking 
machines, snowcats, and snowmobiles. 
 
Adequately communicate all aspects of maintenance and snowmaking to the Snowmaking Team 
Lead. 
 
Must be able and willing to work flexible schedule to include early mornings, overnights, holidays, 
and weekends. 
 
Work in other departments when needed and perform other duties as assigned. 
 

 
Minimum Qualifications 
Must be eighteen (18) years old at the time of hire. 
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Special Qualifications 
Must be reliable and punctual and have own transportation. 
Be able to work in a cold environment for extended periods of time. 
Previous experience working at a ski area with chair lifts, snowmaking machines, snowmobiles, 
and snowcats preferred. 
Work as a team and can foster a positive, fun, and safe work environment. 
Flexibility to work during evenings, weekends, and holidays 
 

 
 

 
 
Job Specifications 
High School Diploma or GED 

Ability to communicate effectively, both orally and in writing. 

Ability to understand and follow both oral and written instructions. 

Ability to use bench and hand tools, machines, and equipment of mechanical trades. 

Must be willing and able to operate as part of a team and at times assist with duties of other 
team members. 

 
Working Conditions 
The physical demands and work environment characteristics described here are representative 
of those that must be met by an employee to successfully perform the essential functions of this 
job. Reasonable accommodations may be made to enable individuals with disabilities to perform 
the essential functions. 
 
Duties require the ability to tolerate indoor and outdoor work environments that include contact 
with dirt, dust, sun exposure, hot and cold environment, snow, and ice. Will encounter 
conditions where ambient noise levels are high. 
 
Be able to work in a cold environment for an extended period. An incumbent must have the 
ability to frequently lift, push, pull and/or carry equipment, supplies and other materials weighing 
up to 25 lbs., and to occasionally lift, push, pull and/or carry equipment, supplies and other 
materials weighing up to 100 lbs with assistance. An incumbent must also be able to use hands 
and arms to reach and operate shovels, rakes, power tools, and other various equipment. 
 
 
Attendance at work is an essential function of this position.  Work is performed mainly outdoors 
and requires a considerable amount of physical activity. Duties require the ability to stand for 
extended periods of time.  
 

Work hours will frequently be required before or after business hours. Vision abilities, 
correctable to normal ranges, include close vision, distance vision, peripheral vision, depth 
perception and the ability to adjust focus. Communication abilities include the ability to talk and 
hear within normal ranges. 
 



Pottawattamie County, Iowa 
Class Description 

 

  
  3 | P a g e  

Work requires interaction with children and the public and may be stressful at times. 
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