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Photos tell story of record rain

It rained intermittently
all day on Friday, Aug. 6.

By early Saturday morn-
ing, the rainfall turned into
a deluge and obliterated a
record that had stood for
nearly a eentury in south-
west Jowa.

The storm - that hit
Couneil Bluffs and the sur-
rounding area was an his-
toric and memorable one.

In a span of less than 24
hours, it dumped an official
measurement of 10.48 inch-
es of rain on the area, break-
ing the record set in 1903,

Area residents awoke to
find a mess left in Mother

Nature's path,
Streets and intersections
weare floeded, retaining

walls were washed away,
bridges were damaged, cars
were seen floating down city
atreets, basement walls col-
lapsed, parks were under
water, sewers backed up
and, in some instances, peo-
ple were forced from their
homes.

Many residents saw a
lifetime of memories washed
away by the flooding.

But such storms can also
bring out the best in people.

By mid-morning Satur-
day, residents were helping
their neighbors ‘clean up
after the storm. Cleanup
efforts for some were com-
pleted in a few days.

Others are still strug-
gling as they try to return

their families' lives and liv-
ing quarters to pre-flood sta-
tus.

“‘T've never seen it this
bad.” said Couneil Bluffs
Mayor Thomas Hanafan
shortly after the rains
ended.

He had taken office just

months before s sened
tornadoes devastated the
west side of the city in 1988,

Extra firefighters and
police officers answered the
call to help deal with the
emergency situation.

Red Cross and Salvation
Army personnel and volun-
teers immediately mohi-
lized, A disaster declaration
brought federal and state
officials into the area to help
assess damape and offer
agsistance,

As the mayor noted,
there is no way to adequate-
ly prepare for this type of
situation,

Area residents will long
remember and want  their
children to remember the
record-breaking storm.

Thanks to the pho-
tographs submitted by
Nonpareil readers, this spe-
cial section will help capture
and preserve those special
events,

Those who submitted
flood photos may pick them
up at The Daily Nonpareil
office, 117 Pearl 5t., begin-
ning Monday. Photos cannot
be mailed back.
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Two men who live in the neighborhood canoe down the 1600 block of South 1th Street in Council Bluffs.

S : i ddli k until the waters
e flood survivors found themselves paddling up a cree
?e?:g;%d?iﬂeﬂ, Paul Smith and his son, Tyler, wade through the flood waters near 1908

S. 11th 5t. in Council Bluffs.
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Flooded fields stretch east toward the South Expressway as trees and a grain elevator are.
reflected in the water. ]
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Virail Lake, 601 Valley View Drive, leans on his Jet Ski as his daughter loo
wegr damage to her new car at about 11 a.m. Saturday, Aug. Z.The car in the
background was washed down Mosquito Creek about 40 feet.

Photo by Diane Shamblan
Devin Swift, a true flood survivor, makes like Tom Sawyer and floats
down Avenue F in Council Bluffs.

Disaster is often washed down with levity as
evidenced by Cathy Steenson of Council
Bluffs, who posed by the sign, “dip in road.”
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Photo by Landon Knauss
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Above and below, the lot surrounding First Assembly of God Church in C il Bluff ickly t d into lakef frer th Phﬂ“wmm
: v, i rch in Council Bluffs qui urned into lakefront i d
The view below is from the intersection of Highways 275 and 92. & ? PRIFSHY shondte erens Aol

- > : " L ) d Photo by Ed Tucker
!E_ﬁw% ?gnt(?!l_ High School’s fields were swamped by the record-setting rain of more than 10 inches. The school district estimated damage at more
an $1.3 million.

At left, the American flag
was unscathed by the flood
waters at  the First
Assembly of God Church,
seen from the intersection
of Highways 92 and 275. At
right, the church, which is
located at 3320 Harry
Langdon Bivd., has be-
come a veritable island as
it is surrounded by the
flooded Mosqguito Creek.

Pholo by Karon Batlan
Above, the flood left a muddy mess at Lewis Central’s new
school site in its wake. At left, a temporary “Titan River”
flows along the site of the future new Lewis Central High
School Saturday, Aug. 7, as the current buildings, in back-
ground, sustained damage.
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Photo by Fran Hough
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At right, Hillary Forristall,
16, daughter of Diane and
Gary Forristall of
Macedonia, inspects the
family's flooded farm fields.
The family estimated that
the water level reached 8
feet high, seeping into the
grain bins, something that
hasn't happened in 90
vears, they said. The rains
also flooded their feediot,
causing their 72 cattle to
break through the fence. All
but two, presumed
drowned; had been
returned. Below right,
Domini¢ Long, 4, son of
Billie Jo (right) and Todd
Long of Council Bluffs,
braves flooded Atlantic
Avenue in Council Bluffs,
Below left, Kay Christ's
farmland, farmed by
Jimmy Karr, was sub-
merged by the flood
waters. The view is looking
north from Pottawattamie
County G-66 on the Pioneer
Trail from the east side of
Keg Creek.

Photo by Maria Bowan ! 4 3 ! - Photo by Marla Bowen
Family possessions, including two basketballs and a paint can, float in the flooded base- Everyone pitched in to work on a flooded basement at
ment at 2625 S. 13th Street. 2625 5. 13th St

ALIG b _‘-: ' it - ' o . ik Phato by Maria Bowean

; Above, flooded basements, like Maria Bowen's at 2625 5. 13th,
Photo by Todd Long AN —=E - were a common sight after the flood. At right, like many Council
=] - Bluffs residents, Barb Brown, 1608 5. 11th 5t., had extensive water [ . ) - = -
damage from the record-setting rains. Phato by Bart Brown
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Carol Powers’ home on Seventh Avenue in Council Bluffs
received extensive water damage during the record-set-

ting rains. A television and stereo were among the items
damaged.

Phate by Juna Miller
Furniture floating in the basement was an unwelcome sight for June Miller at 2615 5.
12th St. in Council Bluffs.

: Photos by Darkene Rowe
Above, flood waters crept into the back yard of Mike and Kristy Hassay’s home at 1116 College Road in.Council Bluffs. Below, the rising water
can be seen from the Interstate 480 bridge overlooking the Missouri River. Harveys Casino Hotel is located at left on the eastern side of the
river.

! udﬂmmr
The basement at the home of Terri Le Baugh and David Brewer of
Council Bluffs did not escape the rising waters. -

#

nb]rc-lmlnwm
Flood waters filled Carol Powers' car that was. parked in her attached
garage on Seventh Avenue in Council Bluffs.
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Above, homes were surrounded by water, rather than concrete, at the intersection of 27th Street and Avenue E after the record-setting rains fell.
Below, 10 hours after the rains ceased, streets were still heavily flooded in the area of 27th Street and Avenue E. .

Above, the force of water from heavy rains destroyed the retaining wall at the
Council Bluffs home of Leo Lenihan, 349 Midland Drive. At right, a man-sized hole
was created by the flood waters along the retaining wall and fence at Lenihan's
home.

At right, two 80-foot walls that tumbled down
at the Alian E. Jahn residence, 115 Fifth Ave.,
had been in place for more than 40 years. Jahn
said his insurance would not cover the cost 1o
rebuild them.

M_?lvern;l‘rusﬁc GLENWOOD STATE BANK
Savings Bank “A FULL SERVICE BANK” MEYER-WOODRING Cutler Funeral Home BEEM BELFORD

Lanny Walker — President same: Name Samed.ccation Since 1892 Member of Federal Reserve System Dignity « Sincerity * Economy “Servina For Five Generations” Family Owned & Operated
Personalized and Quality Service 404 Main St., Malvern FOIC insurad : 535 WII!FE A;e. 533 Willow Ave. 553 Willow Ave.
Fax 328-8321 1824 Second Avenue FDIC Insured 321 N. Walnut , Glenwood SusclBli= Council Bluffs Council Bluffs

323.4688 Council Bluffs, lowa 51501 624-8686 Offices Mineola & Pacific Junction 322-0293 322-7779 322-6669
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Area residents walk across the Mall Drive Mosquito Créek bridge Saturday, Aug. 7 with
Valley View Drive and Interstate 80 visible in the background. Mall and Valley View dri-

ves reopened later in the day after flood waters receded.

Bill Brown cleans debris from the sewer grate near his fatherin- i
section of North 15th Street and Avenueﬁ S oia st he fiter-

Photo by SK.Brown | o |
W
&

Photo by Michasla Kangor

A power pole and street sign were submerged at Av
E and 17th Street in Council Bluffs. 2 i

A bridge to the Mike Webster residence on Sunnydale
Road was washed away, leaving only debris and a chasm.

) Photo by Caral Powers
For many homeowners like Carol Powers on Seventh

?‘enue in Council Bluffs, cleanup was in order after the
rains.

Logs pile up in Mosquito Creek on the north side of the Mall Drive bridge, east of Mall
of thedaluffs, forming a mini dam. Interstate 80 and Valley View Drive are in the back-
ground.

Photo by John Steenson

Paul Steenson and over a 1]
: swollen

it his nephew, Bill Steenson, construct a boardwalk

TrRi=-CiTY Ceiahrating 15 s:ur::cassful - Y M A F-A R M E HS- : - = :
MRy s s s KATELMAN C MINDEN Leh
Dental o & MERCHANTS MEAT MARK enan Pharmacy
Robert W, Hurley DDS — FAGD F We build strong kids, : ET :
OUNDHY Strﬂng famllles, STATE BAN K FDIC Eulamg-Ftadall-'ﬂumuumca&sing-m.omeﬁ.marp,mﬁm and varlety

Renes Piper = RBH, Charlotte Meyerpeter — Bus, Asst:

Gerri Baxter — CDA, Anita Osborne — DA, Tina Harriman — DA : — T IMPA 1557 ~ “GHAND GHAMPION ‘ .
o0 abml.lt e Abms'iﬂn i Structural Steel — Ornamental Iron strong communities. ; -sﬁ!gsmgwmcwﬁﬁ?ﬂﬁﬁuﬂﬁ& Precious Moments « Hallmark Cards = Over 2000 movie tites & selections
Dr. Robert W. Hurley DDS 3;33 531.; g 1 Ohn;:thwﬂ?gni‘!r ﬂi‘:’fﬁ Minden '”“”“;z;‘r“"_“;; ;mgg;”“mb WINNER Not just a pharmacy anymore!”
] L] Lzl ropo n . 31 ? Mar St M
& 5 Box 25, Mind in St., Minden
Office 347-6151 — 3004 13th St., Carter Lake CE RGNS GRSl 2 SEeta0d 483"261 1 SEARHONE :

712-483-2836 1-800-272-3529 | [483-2884 800-242-7932




#

16 Friday, September 10, 1999 Tne FIOOd Of J99

The Daily Nonpareil

At right, heavy rains temporarily altered
the look of the No. 8 green at‘Westwuud
Park Golf Course. Below right, flood
waters submerged cars at the intersec-
tion of 12th Street and 28th Avenue in
Council Bluffs. Below, ernamental deer
appear to take a long drink from a flood-
ed lawn on South Ninth Street.

CHIROPRACTIC

Rehabilitation & Fitness Clinic

Photo by Flayd Claussen

g “Treynor Ag L @ o
¥ "= Old Hwy 6 Tractor & Equip., Inc.
supp Iv’ I nc ™ 25058 McPherson Ave.

Council Bluffs, lowa
25 W. Main St., Treynor 712-566-2262
487-3366

24 N. Walnut M.C. Fernald, D.C.
Glenwood, lowa

712-527-9880

Bruce Bracker Mike Swanson
712-545-3716 712-545-3458
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At left, workers assess the
flooding next to the four
lane bridge being built
over Mosguito Creek at
Madison Avenue. Below,
the area around Eighth
Avenue provided a tempo-
rary recreational area for
some boaters.

A s
Phato by Albert Rothemmund

At left, water flooded the parking lot filled with new
and used wvehicles at Bluffs Toyota, 3554 South
Expressway, in Council Bluffs.

Pnoto by Art Dunlavy

Great Friends THOMAS EQUIPMENT

& Great Times SERVICES

Great Place to Call Home| |Heavy Equipment Repair and Parts
11 Elliott Street, Council Bluffs 1&2 Axle Utility Trailer Sales

= 2 h Street, Underwoo
i T || R

Mobile Home & Community Sales Center
We finance New, Used & Re Po Homes

The Best in mobile home living at affordable prices.

3510 No. Sth St. Carter Lake 347-5945
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Paoto by Landon Knaiss

Above, Paul Smiths weathered look stemmed
from the amount of damage that occurred in his
basement on the south side of Council Bluffs
because of the flooding. His sump: pump couldn’t
keep up with the heavy water flow. Above right,
Burt and LaVlonn McCollester's house is surround-
ed by cresting Silver Creek flood waters at about 3
p-m. Saturday, Aug. 7. The family was able to save
the gazebo from floating downstream. At right, on
Sunday, Aug. 8, after
erosion is visible along Silver Creek one mile
northeast of Silver City.

ood waters had receded,’

The Daily Nonpareil

The Flood of °99

Friday, September 10, 1998 17

Buddy’s Marina

4434 N.17th St.
Carter Lake
347-5627

Kanine Kastle

Professional dog & cat grooming.

Large dogs welcome.
906 So. Omaha Bridge Rd.

Call for an appt. 366-9379

BETHANY LUTHERAN HOME

7 ELLIOTT STREET = COUNCIL BLUFES, 10WA 51503

712-328-9500

Photo by Judy Lake

At left, the flood turned the thor-
oughfare of 12th Street and
28th Avenue in Council Bluffs
into a stream. Below left,
Mosquito. Creek in Council
Bluffs spilled over its banks into
the yard of Vern and Judy Lake
at 601 Valley View Drive. Below,
Rita Milner's house, located at
2801 S. 12th St., which has no
basement, had up to B insides
of water inside.

Photo by Frank Wolfe

Celebrating 46 Years in Council Bluffs
Johnson Pharmacy
—

918 E. Piercﬁ2b-2526

DREW I, KOURIS

ATTORNEY AT LAW
[LICENSED TO PRACTICE IN IOWA & NEBRASKA]

P:'SEM BER IOWA TRIAL LAWYERS ASSOCIATION
MEMBERS IOWA & NEBRASKA BAR ASSOCIATIONS

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

Suite 2-C, Kiel Building
501 South Main Street

323-3626

Council Bluffs, |1A 51503 After Hours: 322-3171

REILLY, PETERSEN &
HANNAN, PL.C.

Attorneys at Law
215 So. Main
Council Bluffs, lowa

328-1575
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Fhoto by Rite Milmer
Above, flood water at the intersection of 28th Avenue and
12th Street in Council Bluffs measured 28 inches deep in
some places. Above right, heavy rains leave water across
North 16th Street in Council Bluffs.

The flood waters knew no bounds as evidenced by the damage to Carol Powers’ home
on Seventh Avenue in Council Bluffs.

Photo by Carel Powers

Your Heartland Nissan Dealer!

Lake Manawa Nissan
920 32nd Ave. 366-9481

Play Pigskin Picks, the weekly
football contest in The Daily
Nonpareil. This could be your
opportunity to win a $50 gift

certificate at a participating
advertiser. Look for the contest
in your Monday Daily Nonpareil.
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Above, the view of Lewis
Central High School from the
south shows water several
feet deep inundating the
buildings. The school sus-
tained at least $1.3 million in
damage. At left, the intersec-
tion of 19th Avenue and
South 11th Street in Coungil
Bluffs was flooded after the
record-setting rains.

Call
328-1811
to subscribe
to The Daily
Nonpareil
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Pholo by Dagmar C. Meilsen

Uisit The Daily Nonpareil on the web at
nonpareilonline.com
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FREE ESTIMATES FOR FLOOD DAMAGE
WE RECOMMEND TEMPSTAR
HEATING AND COOLING
TEMPSTR

Heating and Cooling Products

24 Hour Service
on All Brands

5 yr Parts: Labor
Warranty

R.J. Nelson Co.

322-7574




